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Combating the squandering of environmental resources is a 
battle that we must wage at various levels. The goal is to ensure 

that human populations can achieve sustainable development 
for the good of current and future generations, which is often 
difficult because it requires ALL to make some sacrifices and 
adopt different attitudes towards the world. This work is not 

possible to do and the goals to be achieved if we do not all work 
together, and so partnerships are now more important than ever.

 
It is difficult to synchronise agendas between policy makers and 

civil society, even if everyone claims to have a common goal in 
the end, which is to bring about a better quality of life across 
the board. But we must continue to struggle to find a middle 

way and a way to cooperate, and in this we must congratulate 
the effort that the Ministry of Maritime Economy and its entire 

team have been making in order to be more open to work 
together, enhancing the individual values of the organizations 

and managing, whenever possible, in a joint and inclusive way. 
 

The safeguarding of our resources is a cross-cutting theme 
across all the pillars of good governance. We hope to always be 
able to count on the support of this and all the Ministries, this or 

any other political party.
 

Together for a better Cabo Verde!
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TURTLES OF SANTA LUZIA
AND SÃO VICENTE

Cabo Verde is, without 
a doubt, one of the few 
hotspots in the Atlantic 
Ocean for seaturtles.
It is home to an important loggerhead seaturtle breeding 
population, of global importance, also embracing important 
concentrations of mainly juveniles of hawksbill sea turtle 
(Eretmochelys imbricata) and the green turtle (Chelonia 
mydas), which come from the coasts of West Africa but also 
from America. 

Two other species pass through Cabo Verde during 
migration, the leatherback turtle (Dermochelys coriacea) 
and the olive ridley sea turtle (Lepedochelys imbricata). 
Thousands of male and female loggerhead sea turtle 
individuals come to Cabo Verde every year to breed. At 
the end of about two months buried in the sand, juveniles 
emerge from the nests. They head out for the sea, leaving 
the coast quickly and beginning a period of dispersion in 
the ocean until they reach sexual maturity and return to the 
beaches of Cabo Verde to reproduce. 

The population of loggerhead sea turtle in Cabo Verde is 
considered the second largest in the Atlantic and the third 
largest in the world, after the populations of Florida and 
Oman. It constitutes a priority conservation area, different 
from the other Atlantic and Mediterranean populations 
with which genetic flux is very low. This reality partly justifies 
the «endangered» status of the species in Cabo Verde, 
despite its global conservation status in the IUCN Red list 
is «Vulnerable». Most of the breeding populations are in 
Boavista island beaches, but the islands of Sal, Maio, São 
Vicente, Santa Luzia and Rombo islets are also home to 
populations of regional importance. Thanks to the support 
of our partners, the MAVA Foundation, the Regional 
Partnership for the Conservation of Coastal and Marine 
Resources (PRCM) and the Small Initiatives Programme 
(PPI) of IUCN France, Biosfera and other partners kicked off 
the seaturtle protection campaign (Caretta caretta) in June 
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“Several initiatives are 
being developed to alert 
the population about the 
importance of conservation 
and protection of sea 
turtles.”

#5

and will run until October on the islands of 
São vicente and Santa Luzia.

Monitoring sea turtles consisits  in patroling 
beaches at night to avoid hunters and 
also prospecting beaches in the morning 
to count nest and tracks. In São Vicente, 
where the Biosfera is strongly committed 
this year, we have already registered 618 
nests on all supervised beaches (Praia 
Grande and Norte de Baía) from June 22 to 
July 31. Meanwhile, in Santa Luzia island, 
(Praia de Francisca and Praia dos Achados), 
we already counted 1820 nests on July 
31, 2020, after one month of surveillance. 
This number is the highest recorded since 
2014 during the same period of time, and 
is almost double than the one recorded at 
the end of July 2018, an exceptional year 
for the whole of Cabo Verde.In addition to 
night patrols and nest monitoring, the team 
has been helping a little with the problem 
of garbage on beaches, especially those 
used for turtle spawning.
 

To increase environmental awareness 
and alert the population about the 
importance of conservation and protection 
of seaturtles, Biosfera has developed 
several initiatives: SOS Turtle Green Line 
(800 1234), placing signboards on turtle 
nesting beaches in São Vicente and, 
finally, an informative Quizz with curiosities 
about seaturtles on our website. The 
SOS Turtle Green Line allows citizens, 
in an anonymous way, to report illegal 

acts related to seaturtles and also the 
illegal extraction of sand on beaches.  The 
objective of this line is to be one more tool 
to reinforce sea turtle protection campaigns 
implemented by Biosfera, both on the island 
of São Vicente and in Santa Luzia. As for 
the signboards will be placed, these will 
be placed on the beaches of São Vicente 
(Norte de Baía, Praia Grande and Calhau 
beach) where turtle spawning mostly occurs 
on the island, aimed at raising awareness 
for the presence of turtles on these beaches 
as well as activities that should be avoided 
during this season that runs from (June to 
October). Celebrating the International Sea 
Turtle Day (June 16th), a Quizz «What do you 
know about the Turtles of Cabo Verde» was 
launched on our website, with the purpose 
of informing and making known more 
about this species, in order to stimulate and 
strengthen the protection and preservation 
of the Sea Turtle.

Signage on turtle nesting to place on the beaches of São Vicente.

Muppy dissemination of the line SOS TurtleSOS SeaTurtle Green Line
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An online awareness 
campaign to draw people’s 
attention to environmental 
problems and to take care 
of nature even at home.

«Take care of nature at home» was an 
online awareness campaign, launched 
by Biosfera during the confinement 
period due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
in Cabo Verde, which took place 
during April.

The goal was to draw people’s 
attention to environmental problems 
such as marine and light pollution, 
which mainly affects birds, waste, 
among other aspects.

It was a hobby open to everyone, 
who had to take a picture taking care 
of nature at home and send it to our 
Facebook page. We received a lot 
of pictures. If we all adopt the best 
environmental practices and protect 
our biodiversity, together we will make 
a big difference in preserving the 
environment.

The winners of this hobby were: 
Andrêa Nascimento, Isabella Fortes 
and Roberto Carvalho, who used 

their creativity and sent us their best 
photos of how they take care of nature 
in their homes.

After all, nature has many ways and 
means to enchant us, so it is up to 
each of us to preserve what is our 
future.  
 

BIOSFERA TAKES CARE OF NATURE AT HOME

Biosfera - Association of 
Environmental Defense officially 
celebrated 10 years of existence 
on May 21. It was 10 years of many 
fights and victories as well.
Throughout these years of existence, 
we have worked to protect, alert and 
denounce the bad practices that 
put at risk the biodiversity and the 
coastal and marine habitats of the 
archipelago.
For the next 10 years our NGO 
promises to continue to fight for the 
defense of the marine and coastal 
biodiversity of Cabo Verde, as well 
as strenghtening its educational 
awareness actions.
With conservation and environmental 
protection as its mission, our 
actions have focused mainly 
on field interventions, through 
awareness raising campaigns and 
conservation projects. Thus, most 
of our activities take place in the 
Santa Luzia Nature Reserve, in the 
islets Branco and Raso, located 
between São Nicolau and São 
Vicente, which is part of the country’s 
uninhabited lands, representing the 

second largest continental platform 
of the archipelago and holding a 
remarkable biological diversity in 
several aspects. 
Biosfera is a non-governmental 
association based in the city of 
Mindelo, São Vicente island and 
was born in 2006 as a result of 
the passion of two Cape Verdean 
environmentalists, Tommy Melo 
and José Melo, committed to the 
protection of Cabo Verde’s coastal 
and marine resources. 

Main areas of expertise:
- Sea turtles, sea birds, sharks and 
rays, terrestial reptiles;
- Marine protected areas;
- Sustainable fishing;
- Reduction of macro plastic 
pollution;
- Awareness raising/mobilization 
of the population in environmental 
defense.

It´s been 10 years of many 
struggles and victories, 
warning and reporting 
bad practices that put our 
biodiversity at risk.

BIOSFERA ANNIVERSARY
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Biosfera is pleased to report that 
the SMILO cooperation programme, 
which aims to accompany small 
islands around the world towards 
sustainable management, has 
responded favourably to our 
request. In close collaboration with 
the Association Amigos de Calhau 
and the National Directorate of the 
Environment, SMILO will strengthen 
our waste management efforts on 
the desert island of Santa Luzia.

Biosfera has been monitoring and 
protecting the loggerhead sea turtle 
that nests in Praia dos Achados 
for several years. Exposed to the 
prevailing sea currents, this hard-
to-reach site accumulates tons of 
marine debris every year, making 
it difficult for females to climb up 
to lay their eggs on the beach and 
reducing the progression of turtles 
from nest to ocean. 

A mission will be organized with the 
presence of an expert from the area, 
to improve the methods of waste 
collection and propose the most 

appropriate solution to reduce the 
accumulation of garbage on the 
island. 

This support will also allow to test 
a unit for processing organic waste 
into gas that can be used directly 
for cooking and thus motivate 
fishermen to change their behaviour 
on the island that benefits both the 
environment and themselves.

REDUCING THE IMPACT OF WASTE ON THE 
ISLAND OF SANTA LUZIA  

The intention is to 
improve waste collection 
methods and find a more 
appropriate solution to 
reduce the accumulation 
of waste on the island. 

Like many non-governmental 
organizations around the world, 
the Biosfera regularly faces the risk 
of a lack of financial resources to 
sustain its conservation and citizen 
mobilization activities and to meet 
its operational needs. To secure 
its future, new and innovative 
fundraising strategies must be 
developed. New doors must be 
knocked and we could not expect 
more from our long-standing partner, 
the MAVA Foundation, to prepare 
and support us in this process. 

In fact, since the end of June, 
MAVA made available online, free 
of charge, 6 complete modules 
of learning courses entitled 
«Fundraising Essentials for 
Non-Profit Organizations». This 
is an incredible opportunity to 
further understand the partnership 
relationship, to better identify and 
express our needs with diverse 
funding sources (international 
cooperation, Government, 
individual donors, digital campaign, 
Foundations, private companies...) 
and thus build structured, realistic 

and coherent requests and budgets.

Every Wednesday at the end of the 
day, 5 members of our organization 
from different departments 
(biodiversity conservation and 
sustainable fisheries, administration, 
communication, management), meet 
to share their learning, exchange 
their issues and jointly establish the 
basis for new donor approaches. It is 
an inspiring moment where our ideas 
flourish, confront each other and 
come together in a common project, 
that is to promote and strengthen 
Biosfera for a promising future.

NEW FUNDRAISING EXPERTS 

MAVA offers, free of charge, 
complete modules of 
learning courses entitled 
«Fundraising Essentials for 
Non-Profit Organizations».
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From October 2019 to mid-July, 
the elasmobranch conservation 
team has been carrying out shark 
and ray biological sampling and 
marking and sampling expeditions 
at the Marine Reserve of Santa 
Luzia. Mainly focusing on the 
species Blackchin guitarfish 
(Glaucostegus cemiculus) and the 
Atlantic weasel shark (Paragaleus 
pectoralis), we intend to improve 
the understanding of their biology, 
ecology and the use of the Deserta 
as nursery. To achieve these 
objectives, and in addition to the 
project target species, we have 
already registered in the marine 
reserve about: 6 tiger sharks 
(Galeocerdo cuvier), 28 blacktip 
shark (cf. Carcharhinus limbatus), 
19 nurse sharks (Ginglymostoma 
cirratum), 1 hammerhead shark 
(Sphyrna sp.), 30 Smooth-hound 
(Mustelus sp.) and about 15 rays of 
the species Round fantail stingray 
(Taeniura grabata) and Roughtail 
stingray (Dasyatis centroura). Apart 
from these records, our team has 
already successfully marked and 

released a total of 52 individuals of 
different species of sharks and rays.

As shown on the distribution map 
of species already marked up to 
the beginning of July, with 41 
observations, a large number (19) 
of the Blackchin guitarfish species 
captured on a single stretch of 
beach can be observed. These 
observations show that this species 
has a tendency to use the island 
as preferred habitat and / or as a 
nursing area. 

Since Santa Luzia is a Protected 
Marine Reserve, the confirmation 
of the use of the island as a nursery 
and/or habitat zone for these 
species classified as in critical 
danger of extinction (CR) by IUCN, 
may be relevant information for 
the implementation of effective 
protection measures, such as the 
creation of shark fishing exclusion 
zones in nursery areas.

SHARKS AND RAYS – NEW NUMBERS

We intend to improve our 
knowledge and understanding 
of the biology and ecology 
of species and the 
implementation of effective 
protection measures. The Sustainable Fisheries project, 

financed by the Critical Ecosystem 
Partnership Fund (CEPF) and the 
Global Environment Facility (GEF), 
continues to thrive and brings 
several new features to the fishing 
community, where it has increasingly 
invested in conservation and alerting 
to the need consumption of fish of 
sustainable origin.

Despite the constraints caused by 
the new coronavirus, our sustainable 
fishing project continues to run 
as usual. We decided, however, 
to adapt the project so that 
Cape Verdeans, who are mainly 
responsible for the sustainability of 
our seas, can actively participate 
in the preservation of our fishing 
resources through their choices. 
In addition to the restaurants we 
have been working with since 
the beginning, the project will 
strengthen its presence in the fish 
market through actions that will 
be developed together with the 
salespeople. We will also bet on 
the dissemination of information 
that will help you, the consumer, to 

make your sustainable choices, thus 
contributing to the preservation of 
our species. Many consumers do 
not know how big or when each 
species should be consumed. We will 
ensure that this type of information 
reaches you, through different 
channels so that you can always 
choose consciously. In addition, the 
fishermen who are partners of the 
project have already received their 
fishing cooler cabinets, in order to 
ensure that the fish is packaged 
in the best way and reaches the 
consumer as fresh as possible 
“because from the sea to the dish is 
your best choice”.
Follow our seal and learn how to 
make environmentally friendly 
choices!

SUSTAINABLE FISHING (PROJECT READAPTATION)

We readapted the project so 
that the main responsible 
for the sustainability of our 
seas, can actively participate 
in the preservation of our 
fishing resources through 
their choices.
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https://www.cepf.net/grants/grantee-projects/developing-sustainable-model-certified-fisheries-protection-cabo-verdes
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Biosfera is happy and proud to 
continue the phase 2 adventure of 
the Alcyon project (Cabo Verde Sea-
birds), coordinated by BirdLife Inter-
national and funded by the MAVA 
Foundation, until September 2022 
with our Cape Verdean and interna-
tional partners (SPEA, Coimbra,etc). 
The monitoring of seabirds in the 
Raso islet started in May and since 
then, we have been monitoring the 
nests with eggs/chicks and direct 
counting of some species, such as: 
Brown booby (Sula leucogaster) 
and Red-tailed tropicbird (Phaethon 
aethereus).
Due to Covid-19 and our inability to 
go to the field, we didn’t collect all 
the data for this year’s reproduction 
of the Cape Verde little shearwater 
(Puffinus lherminieri boydi), but the 
monitoring of remaining species 
that start the breeding season later, 
is still going on, which is the case 
for the Cape Verde shearwater 
(Calonectris edwardsii), Bulwer´s 
petrel (Bulweria bulwerii), Red-tailed 
tropicbird and Brown booby. In ad-
dition to monitoring, vertical nets 
are also being set up to capture and 
recapture individuals of the Cape 
Verde storm-petrel (Hydrobates 
jabejabe) in order to study their 
phenology and estimate the popu-
lation size. To complete the study, 
some recorders were spread around 
the islet, as close as possible to 
the colonies for better detection of 

vocalizations. For the study of diet 
and trophic ecology, we are taking 
samples of blood and feaces. First 
offsprings of Bulwer’s petrel are 
already here and the first one was 
given the name of Vitória through 
public vote. Another good news 
is that this July, we found a Brown 
booby´s nest with two chicks! This is 
wonderful since, in this species, 2 or 
3 eggs are laid and, in most cases, 
only one chick survives by attacking 
and pushing the youngest from the 
nest, inevitably causing its death, 
regardless of the available food 
resources. Meanwhile, the chicks of 
our famous Cabo Verde shearwater 
are eagerly awaited for the end of 
July. Until then, we took the op-
portunity to carefully and smoothly 
place tracking devices (GPS-logger) 
on some progenitors. These devices 
will provide us with useful informa-
tion on the main feeding areas of 
the species during the breeding 
period. In addition to monitoring 
nests, plots or counting points of 
Bulwer´s petrel and Red-tailed tro-
picbird were carried out at the islet, 
in order to know their population 
size.

RETURN TO RASO TO REPRODUCE

This year we started the 
campaign in May and 
since then, we have been 
monitoring the nests with 
eggs/chicks and performing 
direct counts of some 
species. Did you know that the osprey (Pan-

dion haliaetus), one of the most 
emblematic species of Cabo Verde, 
constitutes the most important 
population of this species in Maca-
ronesia? 
We are aware of a minimum of 52 
osprey nests spread over the islands 
of São Vicente (9), Santa Luzia (29), 
Raso (12) and Branco (2), of which 
31 nests were found active by the 
Biosfera and SPEA team. Is Santa 
Luzia the island with the highest 
density of reproductive pairs of 
Cabo Verde?
The main threats to the species in 
Cabo Verde are caused by humans, 
such as illegal catching and distur-
bances in nesting sites.
During the year 2020, all nests were 
visited at least once, except for two 
nests from Branco islet, due in part 
to the pandemic situation and also 
due to the inaccessibility of the lo-
cation. In the first visit to the nests 
of the Raso islet, 3 of them were 

active and had 6 eggs in total. In the 
following visits, 4 eggs were preyed. 
Due to the Covid-19’s containment 
measures, field work was canceled 
so we no longer have information 
on the two remaining eggs.
In São Vicente, because of the is-
land’s extend, only 4 of the 9 nests 
found, were active, and two of them 
had 1 egg. In Santa Luzia, a total 
of 33 eggs were found in 14 nests! 
On the following visit, 7 chicks were 
ringed with yellow rings that can be 
seen in the photo.

Have you seen any ospreys flying 
around your area?

OSPREY MONITORING IN THE ISLANDS OF 
BARLAVENTO

The main threats to the 
species in Cabo Verde are 
caused by humans, such 
as illegal catching and 
disturbances in nesting 
sites.

1312

https://www.birdlife.org/africa/Alcyon
https://www.birdlife.org/africa/Alcyon


with the support of

On May 5th, World Environment Day, we were 
honoured by the Active Citizenship Observatory 
- Cabo Verde and presented, on behalf of the 
Ministry of Maritime Economy, by Minister 
Paulo Veiga, with a Certificate of Excellence in 
recognition of our work in favour of the Defence 
of the Environment.

We couldn’t be more pleased because we 
received the distinction on the most important 
day for our organization. Over the years we have 
received several awards and public recognition 
and we have nothing but gratitude as it values 
our work in the field of environmental protection 
and conservation and gives us the strength to 
always continue to do what we believe in.

We will always continue to promote the defence 
and conservation of coastal and marine species 
and their habitats in Cabo Verde.

CERTIFIED EXCELLENCE AWARD

https://www.facebook.com/ministeriodaeconomiamaritima/posts/615487772392792
https://www.facebook.com/ministeriodaeconomiamaritima/posts/615487772392792
https://www.facebook.com/ministeriodaeconomiamaritima/

