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Besides being a good worker, Ronim Évora, was a companion 
for all hours and always available. 

He was very creative and playful with everyone. He was careful, 
didn’t like to take risks  in some situations, for example, if the 

sea was rough, he preferred to bathe in the puddles by the sea. 
Very participative in his work, he always contributed with ideas 

to better achieve his goals.

Biosfera has lost more than a member of this family. 
We miss Ronim, because besides being helpful and an 

indispensable collaborator, he was also knowledgeable in other 
areas and could easily help other projects related to nature 

conservation. 
To our colleague, friend and environmentalist, may you rest in peace!

Gráfic Design Christian Morais
Texts Tommy Melo, Blandine Melis, Nadina Rodrigues, 
Odair Cardoso, Christian Morais, Joana Bores, Isabel 
Fortes, Jandira Durão, Keider Neves, Jéssica Matos, 
Stiven Pires, Catelene Monteiro; Odair Lopes, Kenny 
Delgado e Laura da Luz.
Review Christian Morais e Nathalie Melo
Coordination Odair Cardoso 
Fotographs Biosfera; Christian Morais/Biosfera; Kenny 
Delgado/Biosfera; Arielson Delgado/Biosfera; Nathalie 
Melo/Biosfera; Odair Lopes/Biosfera e Nicolas Van 
Ingen

of heart and soul 
An environmentalist

CONTENT

ASSOCIATION OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
DEFENSE

ê

 2 A SUCCESS STORY

 5  NATUREFORALL, ALL TOGETHER FOR 
NATURE

 6 “VENCEDOR PELA NATUREZA”, A   
  TELEVISION CONTEST

 7 BIOSFERA IN NEW HIGHTS  

 8 COMMUNITY WORKSHOP: IMPORTANCE   
  OF THE PRESERVATION OF CABO VERDE   
  MARINE SPECIES  

 9 3D MURAL: SEAWASTE TURTLE

 10 MARINE PROTECTED AREA OF CALHAU

 11 RASO ISLAND WITH INCREDIBLE RESULTS

 12 END OF TURTLE SEASON IN SÃO VICENTE  
  AND SANTA LUZIA 

 13 SOS EDU CAMPAIGN - NEW MATERIALS 

He started working as a 
Field Assistant in 2018 and 
until then  his collaboration 
was remarkable in the work 
of monitoring the invasive 
species.

He loved cooking for his colleagues 
and everyone said he was good at it.
One curiosity about Ronim is that 
he couldn’t live without a  cigarette 
in the field and besides enjoying 
working with cats he was very willing 
to collaborate with seabirds for a 
whole season.

Ronim Évora (1988-2020) 
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A SUCCESS STORY
One of the main objectives 
of this project is the 
monitoring and management 
of these species.
Santa Luzia is indeed an island full of life in each of its 35 
km2, but after years of research, we noticed that the island 
had seen better days. Invasive species and the presence 
of cattle and humans have modified the natural habitat, 
endangering the survival of the native species, some of 
them reaching the point of extinction, and so we decided to 
act quickly.

Together with our partners, the Portuguese Society for 
the Study of Birds (SPEA), the National Directorate of 
the Environment (DNA) and the funding of the MAVA 
foundation, in the year 2017, we began this major project 
focused on the reconstruction of the only uninhabited island 
of Cabo Verde. Now, with the project almost finished, we 
want to present you the results achieved during these 3 
years of work.

One of the greatest problems of fragile insular ecosystems 
is the presence of invasive species, organisms introduced 
by humans in places outside their natural distribution area, 
and which manage to succeed in the new region. When 
they   have no natural competitors and predators, they can 
pose a risk and cause the loss of native biodiversity and 
degradation of invaded ecosystems. That is why one of 
the main objectives of this project is the monitoring and 
management of these species, having had surprising results!

- For the first time no predated seaturtle nest was found;
- There was an increase in the population of land reptiles on 
the island; 
- Species of land birds such as the Bar-tailed Desert 
Lark (Ammomanes cincture), the Cream-colored courser 
(Cursorius cursor) or the Common quail  (Coturnix coturnix) 
are observed more frequently.
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“70 individuals of Raso 
lark (Alauza razae) were 
translocated from Raso islet 
to the island of Santa Luzia, 
thus fulfilling another of the 
main objectives.“

#5

But the species present on the island 
were not the only ones benefited, taking 
advantage of the emerging population of 
the endemic Raso Lark (Alauza razae), 70 
individuals were translocated from Raso 
Islet to the island of Santa Luzia, thus 
fulfilling another of the main objectives.

But, why was this done? This small 
terrestrial bird was only present in the Raso 
islet and because it lives in such a small 
area and due to its dependence on rainfall 
for reproduction, small changes can result 
in the total extinction of the species.

Santa Luzia was the place chosen because, 
among other reasons, its proximity to 
the original population, similar habitat 
characteristics and because fossils have 
been found that confirm the presence of 
this bird on this island in the past. 
All the individuals were ringed with color 
rings for their subsequent identification 
during the monthly monitoring sensus 
carried out on the island. These counts 
serve to detect changes in populations and 
also to confirm their adaptation to the new 
habitat.

And so we had these results: 
- At the end of August 2018, the first chick 
born on the island, that was being fed by 
the parents, was found, which confirmed 
the first satisfactory reproduction in Santa 
Luzia; 
- Closer to the end of the year 2018, our 
team identified several individuals that 
flew alone from Raso to Santa Luzia, and 
vice-versa. This confirmed the movement 
between islands for the first time; 
- In 2019, only one nest with one chick was 
found, due to the islands’ drought in that 
year; 
- In October and November 2020, a total of 
24 chicks in 11 different nests were found. It 
seems that the Raso larks are enjoying their 
new island; 
- The second laying was confirmed for 

the first time in November of 2020, when 
observing the same couple taking care 
of a second nest, after a successful first 
brooding in October. It seems that this 
island is full of resources, which makes this 
small but important bird of our country so 
comfortable, being able to feed up to 7 
chicks in a month! 

But the project was not only field work, the 
construction of a surveillance house on the 
island, the purchase of field materials, the 
creation of a team of nature vigilantes and 
their training along with the field technicians 
were also some of the actions. This project 
was an added bonus to our NGO, but also 
to the country’s biodiversity. We hope to 
continue contributing to the recovery of our 
islands in the future!

Our NGO becomes part of the 
worldwide network #NatureForAll, 
a vast movement, created by the 
World Conservation Union in 2016, 
aiming simply to inspire the love of 
Nature in Nature. It is with this spirit 
of adventure that we believe that the 
greater the contact with Nature, the 
more rewarding our experiences will 
be, both personally and collectively, 
and the greater our environmental 
consciousness . It is in this optimistic 
perspective that the Biosfera regularly 
organizes activities involving the 
public in nature conservation actions, 
such as the work of monitoring and 
conservation of sea turtles during 
the spawning season in the Santa 
Luzia nature reserve, cleaning 
campaigns on the beaches of São 
Vicente, awareness raising actions 
in primary and secondary schools, 
among others. In this sense, we carry 
out activities aimed at involving the 
population and fishing communities 
in environmental conservation 
actions and we continue to promote 
useful learning about Nature, which 

stimulates curiosity and creativity. 
Therefore, we have created and 
launched new tools to raise awareness 
of environmental education, such 
as: drawing competitions about 
seaturtles, sharks and seabirds in our 
social networks; exhibitions about 
the richness of the Cape Verdean 
biodiversity; and the creation of 
an itinerant Edu stand, with games 
and questions about seabirds. Still 
with the intention of awakening and 
alerting people to the importance and 
necessity of Nature, in early 2021 we 
will launch the TV contest «Vencedor 
pela Natureza», which will address 
issues of conservation and protection 
of biodiversity, aimed to all the Cape 
Verdean society. 
Join the worldwide network 
#NatureForAll!

The greater the contact 
with Nature, the more 
rewarding our experiences 
will be and the greater 
our environmental 
consciousness .

#NATUREFORALL, 
ALL TOGETHER FOR NATURE
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The objective is to motivate 
the public to take an 
active role in the defense 
of the marine and coastal 
ecosystems of Cabo Verde.

Biosfera presents the «Vencedor pela 
Natureza», a television contest that 
gives you several prizes. Preserving 
to inspire is our double mission, so if 
you are a nature lover and have good 
knowledge of marine and coastal 
biodiversity, then this contest is for 
you. Sign up and become one of the 
next ambassadors for environmental 
protection in Cabo Verde. This is a 
playful and educational television 
contest, open to the public over 18 
years old at a national level and which 
aims to test the knowledge about 
the marine and coastal biodiversity 
of Cabo Verde. It will produce 10 
episodes that will be broadcast 
on national television and other 
international platforms. João Branco 
will be our host, in which he will lead 
our program on biodiversity. In each 
episode we will have a different 
mascot, which will interact with the 
audience. 

Applications are made 
through the web page: http://
vencedorpelanatureza.biosfera1.
com/, in which candidates will have 
to answer the questions of our quiz in 
order to be selected for the program. 
Registration runs until February 28, 
2021.  
The program aims to create social 
impacts that motivate the public to 
take an active role in the defense of 
the marine and coastal ecosystems of 
Cabo Verde; improve the knowledge 
of environmental laws in the 
country, contribute to a reflection on 
environmental policies, and provide 
the enrichment of school curriculum 
with new pedagogical modules. 
The program will be broadcast on 
Cape Verdean National Television 
and RTP Africa, in partnership with 
Biosfera.

“VENCEDOR PELA NATUREZA” 
A TELEVISION CONTEST

Biosfera has given much emphasis 
on training actions for its staff and 
this time, it has bet on a training that 
will certainly improve its capacity 
of registering and disseminating 
images, concerning conservation 
works and NGO promotion. The 
French photographer, Nicolas Van 
Ingen, who came several years 
ago to Biosfera to take some of 
the images we use today, returns 
to make new records of all the 
activities, but also to train part of the 
team to use drones and to train the 
communication department in some 
aspects such as videos and external 
communication. His mission started 
on September 24th, on the island of 
Santa Luzia, where he made video 
records and photos of our vessel 
Jairo and respective crew, passing 
through the region of Água Doce 
where the monitoring of invasive 
species is carried out, following the 
work of the Shark project in Ponta 
de Praia and monitoring work of sea 
turtles on the beach of Francisca. 

In São Vicente, he worked with the 
sustainable fishing project CEPF 

- GEF, passing through the surf 
competition in the island of São 
Vicente, and the fishing communities.
Drone training started with some 
members of the communication team 
and after some theoretical classes in 
the office, we set off to the field to 
practice drone handling and image 
recording in some specific locations 
of the island of São Vicente. Nicolas 
also gave a little training on image 
organization, using Adobe’s software: 
Light Room and also important tips 
on how to archive the files. After 
some practices with the drone, for 
example, in the cleaning campaign 
of October 3rd, this training was 
concluded. 

We thank all the support of CDF to 
the Biosfera, since 2019, and also 
Nicolas for sharing his knowledge. 

The training will improve 
the capacity of image 
registration and 
dissemination of the NGO’s 
conservation works.

BIOSFERA IN NEW HIGHTS
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As a way of better training on 
preservation and conservation 
issues, as well as the identification 
of new sustainable income 
activities integrated in the blue 
economy line and the engagement 
of communities, Biosfera held 
three Workshops in the fishing 
communities of São Vicente. These 
actions are part of the environmental 
awareness and education work and 
took place during three weekends 
in October 2020 in the communities 
of Salamansa, Calhau and São 
Pedro. This workshop aimed to raise 
awareness in these communities of 
the importance of conservation and 
preservation of Cape Verde’s marine 
species, as well as the need to ensure 
their sustainability, suggesting some 
sustainable business ideas and ways 
to combat marine pollution. Topics 
discussed included the importance of 
seabirds in fisheries, the conservation 
of Cabo Verde seaturtles, sharks 
and rays, the problem of accidental 
fishing of these species (Bycatch), 
the importance of sustainable fishing 
taking into account the minimum 
catch size and the closed season, 

among other items on the agenda. 

Given the situation of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the workshop was 
conducted with a small number of 
people, 20 fishermen per community, 
in the minimum time possible and 
respecting sanitary measures and 
physical distance in order to minimize 
the risks of Covid-19 transmission. 
This activity allowed the sharing of 
experience on both sides and at the 
end of the action, first aid kits and 
fishing materials were delivered to 
each representative of the boats 
in each location, and certificates 
were issued to all participants. The 
workshop served to diversify skills to 
include communities in a model of 
sustainable co-management of our 
oceans.

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP:
IMPORTANCE OF THE PRESERVATION OF CABO VERDE MARINE SPECIES 

The workshop aims at 
environmental awareness 
and education in the 
fishing communities of 
the island of São Vicente.

Following the work of conservation 
and environmental awareness, we 
inaugurated last November 16th a 
turtle sculpture in 3D format, located 
at Avenida Marginal, next to Enapor, 
which aims to raise awareness of the 
need to preserve nature.

The monument, (6) six meters long, 
aims to appeal to the awareness 
of the problem of garbage on the 
slopes and beaches of the sea. 
The work is the result of some 
cleaning campaigns carried out 
by the Biosfera in São Vicente and 
Santa Luzia. It was 4 months of 
intense work in the studio of the 
plastic artist Ró Interart who, with a 
lot of dedication and commitment 
managed to conclude this work. 

Garbage is a worldwide problem 
and in Cabo Verde it is no exception. 
Due to sea currents, our slopes 
and beaches are affected by large 
amounts of waste, especially at 
Praia dos Achados in Santa Luzia, 
which represents a serious problem 
of marine pollution, endangering 
the survival of several species in 

Cabo Verde. Objects like: straws; 
plastic bags; soda bottles; shoes; 
buoys; fishing nets, as well as other 
materials made of plastic that we 
dump, in our day by day life, goes 
directly to our oceans and can 
take between 30 and 450 years to 
decompose.

3D MURAL: SEAWASTE TURTLE

Of (6) six meters in length, 
this mural appeals to the 
awareness of the problem 
of garbage on the slopes 
and beaches of the sea.
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Cabo Verde has 22 Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs), however, 
most have no Management 
Plans yet and fewer are those 
that have plans approved or 
in implementation phases. 
The identification of MPAs 
follows various criteria, but 
much is based on their faunistic 
representativeness, to which 
it is intended, through good 
management, to safeguard. 
However, most of the time, there 
are communities whose economic 
activities often depend on these 
areas and extractive activities that 
use their resources unsustainably. 
These communities do not usually 
look favourably on MPAs because 
they often bring restrictions and 
rarely income alternatives, «forcing» 
families to act on the margins of 
the law or losing the sustenance to 
which they have been accustomed 
for several generations. 

From this point of view, our NGO, 

in its project financed by the 
Ocean5 Foundation, is gathering 
the necessary documents to 
propose a new coastal MPA on 
the island of São Vicente, but 
with community management and 
engagement from the beginning, 
with new forms of income that are 
sustainable and longlasting.  
The project foresees the creation 
of an ecotourism company tailored 
to the community, so that the new 
MPA is not a symbol of restrictions, 
but of opportunities. The new 
MPA will put the entire community 
on track for a more economically 
stable, sustainable and dignified 
future. 
The proposal has already been 
presented to the community and at 
Cabo Verde Ocean Week and has 
been very well received by all (See 
video).
Man and Nature together.
Nós ê Biosfera.

MARINE PROTECTED AREA OF CALHAU

Biosfera proposes a 
community-managed and 
community engaged MPA, 
with new forms of income, 
this time sustainable and 
longlasting. We have finished our seabird 

conservation season at Raso Islet this 
year.
Our work is based on monitoring 
seabird populations, for example: 
where and when they breed, what 
is their population size, breeding 
success, where they feed and 
what they feed on, where they go 
outside the breeding period and 
what threats they face, so that in 
the future we can implement better 
management measures. 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
activities in the field were 
interrupted, but at the end of May, 
the conservation work of the existing 
species in Raso was resumed. 

A very satisfactory result was, the 
increase in the number of individuals 
of the new species of Red-footed 
booby Sula sula in the small islet. 
The species was observed for the 
first time in 2013 and now we are 
hoping that the species will start to 
reproduce, so that we can consider 
it a breeding marine bird of Cabo 
Verde. 

Another good news was the 
observation of the very rare gecko 
subspecies (Hemidactylus bouvieri 
razoensis), as it is endemic to Raso 
and Santa Luzia and is classified as 
critically endangered. 

We take this opportunity to thank all 
our partners, funders and volunteers 
who helped us to implement our 
conservation activities, even in the 
context of a pandemic.

RASO ISLAND WITH INCREDIBLE RESULTS

Despite the pandemic 
situation, we managed to 
protect our birds and noticed 
an increase in the number 
of individuals of the new 
species of Red-footed Booby 
Sula sula on the small Raso 
islet.
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The year 2020 is also marked as a 
year of great challenges/success for 
the seaturtle season. 
There were thousands of tracks left 
by female seaturtles (Caretta caretta) 
on the beaches of all Cabo Verde, 
this in an atypical year, in which Bios-
fera did not limit the efforts when it 
came to saving the turtles. 
The numbers recorded also repre-
sent the efforts of volunteers and 
field technicians, as they travelled 
daily more than 8 km of beaches in 
search of the trails left by adult and 
young turtles. Under the strong sun 
of a deserted island and aware of 
the importance of finding the up and 
down tracks (and erasing them all 
the way), the Santa Luzia beach mo-
nitoring teams identified more than 
6,800 nests, 15,000 tracks, managed 
to rescue more than 70 adult turtles 
and take more than 1,300 newborn 
hatchlings to sea. Undoubtedly, this 
year in Santa Luzia, another highlight 
is the tireless support people gave 

when they often found turtles more 
than 300 meters away from the 
beaches. 

And on this same journey, with the 
support of  Ponta d´pom e Instituto 
do Mar (IMAR) between June and 
October, more than 50 volunteers 
joined the Biosfera team to protect 
the beaches of the island of São 
Vicente and about 2,500 nests were 
registered. 
In all, more than 80 people parti-
cipated in surveillance patrols and 
monitoring of nesting sites on the is-
lands of Santa Luzia and São Vicente. 
These challenges have taught us that 
new adaptations will be increasingly 
necessary and that we will continue 
to roll up our sleeves and do our 
best for our turtles.

END OF TURTLE SEASON
IN SÃO VICENTE AND SANTA LUZIA 

More than 80 people par-
ticipated in surveillance 
patrols and monitoring of 
nesting sites on the islands 
of Santa Luzia and São 
Vicente

The SOS Edu Campaign, was 
launched in 2018, with the purpose 
of assisting birds found lost or 
injured. In 2020 we have counted 
about 29 birds, from 9 species, 
being the majority seabirds.  
From October to November, the 
number of seabirds delivered to 
Biosfera increased, especially the 
species of Cape Verde Shearwater, 
because the species was at the 
end of its breeding season. As they 
are migratory seabirds, they start 
migrating at the end of October 
and many of them, mainly juveniles, 
end up being attracted by public 
lighting, becoming disoriented and 
losing their way to the sea. That is 
why the NGO Biosfera went into 
action once again to save these 
birds. 
For that, some radio programs 
were made, two «Mupis» were 
placed, one at the Porto Grande 
harbour and the other at the 

Cesária Évora Airport, an Outdoor 
in the city center, with the purpose 
of sensitizing and informing the 
population about the procedures to 
follow in case they find an injured or 
lost bird. 
We take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who was involved in the 
SOS Edu campaign, and to continue 
helping us to save our birds because 
together we can do more for 
Nature.

CAMPANHA SOS EDU - NOVOS MATERIAIS 
About 29 birds, from 9 
species, most of them 
seabirds were rescued 
through the SOS EDU 
campaign.
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with the support of
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In November 2020, the Government of Cabo 
Verde granted the Biosfera the Statute of Public 
Utility. This instrument symbolizes the public 
recognition of proven merit of our action in the 
conservation and preservation of the coastal and 
marine resources of Cabo Verde. (Official Bulletin 
II Series, number 163, November 10, 2020).
(Official Bulletin II Series, number 163, November 
10, 2020).
 
In addition to this appreciation by the Govern-
ment, the status of public utility allows us to 
obtain rights and benefits that translate into 
exemptions and reduction of tax rates, present 
the accounts for the finances and receive financial 
funds from the State Budget of Cabo Verde.

Receiving this long-awaited recognition means 
for our family an added value in the notoriety 
and credibility with our financiers, partners and 
society in general. 
«Nós ê Biosfera»                       

BIOSFERA IS PUBLIC UTILITY 

https://www.biosfera1.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Biosfera-Utilidade-P%C3%BAblica-bo_10-11-2020_163.pdf
https://www.biosfera1.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Biosfera-Utilidade-P%C3%BAblica-bo_10-11-2020_163.pdf

