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Hello colleagues and friends, here is my little presentation.

In 2013 I graduated in environmental sciences at the 
University of Salamanca (Spain) and since then my life has 

been a constant trip around the world «jumping» from project 
to project.

Since the beginning, my work has focused on conservation of 
sea turtles in Cabo Verde, then on Costa

Rica, Mexico and later in Malaysia. In this last country I 
diversified my scope of work leading me to spend hundreds 
of hours in the deep-sea developing work of conservation in 

marine ecosystems (coral reefs and seagrass meadows). 

My love and experience with fieldwork is complemented with 
team coordination work, development and implementation 

of new projects and supervision of the scientific aspect. All of 
these will be roles to play in my new position of Coordinator 

of the Conservation Department of Biosfera.
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TOURISM GUIDES MORE SENSITIVE 
WITH THE ENVIRONMENT Conservation and 

preservation of Cape 
Verdean species and their 
connection with tourism.
In Cabo Verde, tourism is considered the engine of 
economy, as it employs thousands of people and related 
services, and it still represents an important asset for the 
country. Beaches with extensive kilometers of white sand, 
translucent seawater, and year-round sunshine made our 
country one of the references in tourism in the African 
region. Additionally, Cabo Verde received important awards 
and highlights in the international press in this segment of 
tourism.

However, with the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
everything has changed. Suddenly, the beaches were 
deserted, the hotels closed, and the Tourist Guides were out 
of work. This led to a reflection on the sector, by the newly 
created Association of Tourism Guides of São Vicente and 
São Nicolau. That is how the idea of Biosfera supporting 
this Association in a joint search to identify new paths for 
tourism in Cabo Verde, was born.

For four days, in March 2021, at the Free Academy of 
Integrated Arts of Mindelo (ALAIM), Biosfera addressed 
conservation and environmental sustainability issues, as 
well as new approaches of sustainable tourism, all with the 
objective of providing tourists, with new attractions and 
at the same time, let them know more about Biosfera’s 
conservation work in the reserve of Santa Luzia and Raso 
islet and still on the island of São Vicente.

The training is part of the communication strategic plan of 
Biosfera, linked to awareness-raising and environmental 
education areas. The purpose of this training was to 
raise awareness for the importance of conservation and 
preservation of seabirds and other species in Cabo Verde, 
for the need to ensure their sustainability, and ways to 
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“Sensitize and train Tour 
Guides for the importance 
of conservation and 
preservation of marine 
species of Cabo Verde while 
ensuring environmental 
sustainability.“
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combat and reduce marine pollution.

Topics such as the importance of 
conserving Cabo Verde terrestrial and 
marine birds, sea turtles, sharks and ray’s 
preservation, the problem of accidental 
fishing of these species (Bycatch), the 
importance of sustainable fishing and fish 
stock sustainability, as well as the problem 
of solid waste and the consequences on 
our beaches, shoreline, dunes, coasts, etc.

The training had a theoretical component - 
explanation of the basic knowledge about 
species, and practice which consisted of 
a Birdwatching activity at the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant of São Vicente (WWTP), 
the most important artificial wetland and 
resting area for migratory birds on the 
island.

According to the trainees, initiatives such 
as this, are praiseworthy even if there is 
still a long way to go before sustainable 
tourism is a reality in Cabo Verde. To do 
this, changes in mentalities are necessary. 
In the understanding of this Association of 
Tourism Guides, it is necessary to educate 
and sensitize remaining fellow guides to 
the need of preserving and conserving our 
biodiversity, reduce the impacts of tourism 
in the most threatened ecosystems and 
sensitize society to the problem of human 
waste on the beaches so we can reach 
sustainable tourism in Cabo Verde.

In conclusion, there were 4 days of 
intense sharing of knowledge and diverse 
environmental information, leaving a 
sense of will and commitment for a 
better collaboration between Biosfera 
and the Association of Tourism Guides 
of São Vicente and São Nicolau, based 
on embracing the environmental cause 
as Nature ambassadors, inserting healthy 

practices and habits in their tourist routes 
and participating in cleaning campaigns, 
organized regularly by the Biosfera.

Since January 2021, Biosfera is 
recognized as a member of the 
large environmental family of the 
International Union Convention for 
Nature Conservation (IUCN). 

We are pleased to integrate 
the oldest (1948) and largest 
environmental global network with 
the official observer status at the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations.

Through this unique network of more 
than 1,200 member organizations in 
nearly 160 countries, Biosfera benefits 
of a global panel of experts. In fact, 
almost 11,000 scientific experts, offer 
their skills and share their experiences 
through six Commissions.

Every four years, thousands 
of participants join the World 
Conservation Congress, the largest 
and most important world meeting 
dedicated to nature conservation.
The next meeting will take place in 
Marseille in September 2021. 

This is a great opportunity for Biosfera 
to make its voice heard and debate 
ideas, concepts, and innovative 
practices. So, the motions formulated 
by Members, as well as resolutions 
and recommendations resulting from 
them, define the future strategies and 
programs of the organization, thus 
influencing, directly and indirectly, 
local, national, and international law.

IUCN’s mission is to 
influence, encourage and 
help societies around the 
world to conserve the 
integrity and diversity of 
nature and ensure that any 
use of natural resources is 
equitably and ecologically 
sustainable.

BIOSFERA, MEMBER OF THE IUCN 
(INTERNATIONAL UNION CONVENTION FOR NATURE CONSERVATION)
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https://www.iucn.org/about/members/iucn-members?fbclid=IwAR01ZGAeh7z1k5ubnnhg0GNyf--WGwZ3wTDLlUXlT5LeWXWVAe2HW1sCqI4


Organic waste gas 
production for cooking and 
fertilizer for agriculture

Watch the 
news about the 
Biodigester on its 
first test.

Biosfera implements the 1st 
Biodigester in São Vicente, a 
technology that allows the use of 
human waste, animal manure, and 
organic debris to produce biogas 
(for cooking) and high-quality Liquid 
Fertilizer to use in cultivation gardens.

This first unit, with a production 
capacity of up to 2 hours of gas 
per day was installed in the Quinta 
Ojuara (animal husbandry), where it 
will stay for at least 6 months. During 
this time, it will be followed by 3 
students of the Renewable Energies 
course of the University of Mindelo (2 
internship regimes and 1 final thesis 
accomplishment).

This technology is already being 
employed quite successfully in rural 
areas (schools, cooperatives, and even 
private homes) of South and Central 
America as well as some African 
countries. It could be a good way to 
include schools located in remote 

island regions with great agricultural 
potential, such as Santo Antão and 
Santiago, the use of renewable 
energies, as well as in human 
settlements in protected areas, like 
the island of Santa Luzia.

The project was inaugurated by the 
President of the Republic of Cabo 
Verde on 17 March. The Head of the 
State showed his attention to the 
problem of waste at the national level. 
This pilot project is part of the new 
Strategic Axis of Biosfera for Waste 
Management and was financed by 
SMILO.

LET’S REUSE OUR ORGANIC WASTE

The exhibition was open to the 
public on March 9th and has the aim 
of contribuiting to awareness and 
training of the population of Santo 
Antão on the work that Biosfera 
does in Santa Luzia and Raso islet 
and give more information about the 
marine and terrestrial birds of Cabo 
Verde to awaken greater awareness 
in people for the preservation of our 
biodiversity, that is, to mobilize the 
population towards environmental 
defense.

The 14 posters represent the
majority of the birds we work
with, for example, Cape Verde 
shearwater  (Calonectris edwardsii), 
Red-tailed tropicbird (Phaethon 
aethereus), Bulwer´s petrel (Bulweria 
bulwerii), Cape Verde storm-petrel  
(Hydrobates jabejabe), among 
others, containing miscellaneous 
information such as names, their 
characteristics, some curiosities, their 
habitat, travels, breeding period, etc.

A very important point in our mission 
and objective is “Get to know to 
preserve”, that is, give people more 
information to protect our species. 

In addition to this, 4 posters give 
information about the Cabo Verde 
Sharks and Rays, as well as their 
threats.

The exhibition has the support of  
MAVA, Birdlife, Waitt Foundation and 
the partnership with Enapor - Portos 
de Cabo Verde and was patent at 
the Terminal Port of Porto Novo for 2 
months (March and April). After that 
period, it was moved to the Ribeira 
Grande on the island of Santo Antão.

The aim is to inform 
and awaken a greater 
people awareness for 
the preservation of our 
biodiversity

SEABIRDS PRESENTED IN PUBLIC LOCATIONS ON THE
ISLAND OF SANTO ANTÃO
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https://youtu.be/2jGvITxJurA
https://youtu.be/2jGvITxJurA
https://youtu.be/2jGvITxJurA
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https://youtu.be/2jGvITxJurA


The Cabo Verde Sharks and Rays 
Conservation project, which started 
in October 2019, ended its first phase 
in December 2020. 

During these 13 months, a total of 
14 marking expeditions were made 
at the Marine Reserve of Santa Luzia 
with the objective of improving the 
understanding of biology, ecology, 
and the use of the Reserve as an area 
of global importance for threatened 
and little-known species, namely the 
Blackchin guitarfish (Glaucostegus 
cemiculus) and the Atlantic weasel 
shark (Paragaleus pectoralis).

The importance of achieving these 
objectives allowed a total of 160 
individuals to be successfully 
captured, marked, and released 
back into the reserve. Among them, 
87 were individuals of Blackchin 
guitarfish, 22 Atlantic weasel sharks, 
and 43 individuals of Blacktip sharks. 

In addition to the species marked 
with a tag, our Jairo Mora Sandoval 
(JMS) vessel crew, made important 
visual records of emblematic species 
protected by law, among them, the 
Tiger shark (Galeocerdo cuvier) and 

the Hammer shark (Sphyrna sp.) 
respectively. The Reserve proved to 
be a stronghold of global importance 
for several endangered species, 
needing urgent interventions at the 
threat of local and global extinction.

The project also depended on a 
strong component of awareness-
raising, where 2 videos (see: 1 & 2) 
and posters were produced for a 
traveling exhibition in the schools 
of São Vicente, Santo Antão, and 
possibly São Nicolau, and for social 
spaces on the islands.

The exhibition has already been 
present in 2 secondary schools in 
São Vicente, covering a large part of 
the island’s students, at the Terminal 
Port of Santo Antão and later moved 
to the Ribeira Grande county.

GETTING TO KNOW SHARKS AND RAYS BETTER

14 expeditions to the 
Reserve of Santa 
Luzia to improve the 
understanding of their 
biology, ecology and the 
use of the Reservation as 
a globally important area 
for species in danger of 
extinction

The Biosfera team has been 
monitoring and protecting the 
Caretta caretta turtles nesting on 
Achados beach in the Santa Luzia 
Marine Reserve for several years. 
Exposed to the prevailing sea 
currents, this place, which is not 
inhabited, accumulates tons of 
marine debris per year, which makes 
it difficult for females to climb the 
beach and reduces the progression 
of the small turtles from the nest to 
the ocean. 

Since 2015, to minimize the impact 
of this marine pollution, Biosfera, 
supported by many volunteers, 
organizes the cleaning of the 
Reserve’s beaches every year before 
the nesting season. However, these 
cleanup actions are one-off and 
only solve, temporarily, a part of the 
problem.

Now, the organization will seek to 
identify and mitigate the impacts of 
waste on the marine environment, 
biodiversity, the socio-economic 
sector, and the resulting health risks. 
Biosfera will work on preventive 
solutions to solve the marine litter 
problem at source. This issue 
requires an integrated, cross-border 
approach and extensive cooperation 

among many stakeholders to ensure 
effective lobbying and overcome the 
limits of regional inertia.

The NGO will energize an 
unprecedented mass mobilization 
to encourage Cape Verdean 
citizens to reduce and limit their 
own waste production and urge the 
government to take far-reaching 
measures to overcome this alarming 
problem. 
Pilot projects on best practices, 
waste management, recycling and 
transformation will be developed on 
the island of São Vicente to initiate 
comprehensive awareness and 
mobilization throughout the country.
 
A strategy to combat marine 
pollution is being developed 
with the support of experts and 
technicians specialized in plastic 
waste management.
In search of technical and 
financial partners, the project is 
already supported by the CALAO 
association. 
The goal of this great challenge 
for Biosfera is to make Cabo Verde 
a country of excellence in marine 
pollution management.

ALL TOGETHER AGAINST MARINE POLLUTION

Biosfera wants to 
encourage Cape Verdean 
citizens to reduce and limit 
their own waste production 
and urge the government 
to take action to overcome 
this alarming problem. 
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https://youtu.be/kcol4qvd-jo
https://youtu.be/dqi7XAq9r-M


Birdwatching is an environmental 
activity focused on the observation 
of ornithological wildlife, 
considered ecologically sustainable 
since, besides not harming 
the environment, it promotes 
environmental education of 
both practitioners and the local 
community. It is an activity that is 
still not widespread in Cabo Verde. 
However, there are several places 
where this practice can be carried 
out and the WWTP, on the island 
of São Vicente, is an important 
migratory passage point.

The objective of this work is to 
observe the birds, noting their 
characteristics, attitudes, curiosities 
and seeking their identification 
and counting. In addition, the 
data collected contributes to the 
knowledge and dissemination of 
their migratory routes worldwide.
Every week Biosfera team and 
volunteers go to the WWTP 
to observe birds and since the 
beginning of this activity until today 
40 species of wading and migratory 
birds have been recorded. During 

the observation, it is also possible 
to identify ringed birds that after 
being read, are registered in 
specific websites where you can 
check their origin. One of them 
was a Sandwich tern (Thalasseus 
sandvicensis), which would have 
been ringed last year in Denmark. 
Other information was obtained 
and shared with the ringing 
institution, and although it is known 
that this bird winters in Africa, 
this is probably the most westerly 
sighting of this species recorded. 
Additionally a glossy ibis (Plegadis 
falcinellus) was also sighted whose 
ring was reportedly placed in 
Algeria.

The Bird Conservation team would 
like to thank all the volunteers for 
their help during this activity and 
invites anyone interested in a closer 
look at our migratory birds!

DIVERSITY OF SHOREBIRDS IN THE
WWTP (WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT)

40 species of waders and 
migratory birds have been 
recorded at the WWTP on the 
island of São Vicente.

Cabo Verde, as well as other tropical 
regions around the planet, is known 
for its great marine biodiversity, 
including numerous species of fish. 
However, despite this great diversity, 
the abundance of fish in our waters 
is relatively low, which makes these 
resources susceptible to overfishing, 
making it essential to diversify 
catches. 

Our Sustainable Fishing project 
has been working in this direction, 
and in partnership with Chef 
Lamine Medina, is making some 
cooking recipe videos. This, in 
order to enhance and promote the 
consumption of fish species with 
great gastronomic potential and 
with a virtually virgin stock in Cabo 
Verde, but with low market value and 
therefore not a target for artisanal 
fisheries. 
The idea behind this is that with 
these recipes we can bring about 
a gradual change in mentalities, 

and these fish species become 
more sought after, thus creating a 
market for them and consequently 
increasing their value. 

At the same time we are working 
together with the fishermen so that 
they start to exploit these resources 
to meet this demand, thus obtaining 
extra income. We also hope that this 
can have a positive impact at the 
environmental level, namely in the 
recovery of the most exploited or 
even overexploited fish stocks.

«NÔS MAR, NÔS SABOR»  (OUR SEA, OUR FLAVOR)
We are making some cooking 
recipe videos, thus promoting 
the consumption of fish 
species that have great 
gastronomic potential and 
are not a target for artisanal 
fisheries. 
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DARE TO TRY NEW RECIPES
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“Vencedor pela Natureza” is a te-
levision contest created by Biosfera 
and aims to raise awareness, moti-
vate and alert Cape Verdean society 
about the need to preserve marine 
and coastal ecosystems in Cabo 
Verde. 

It will premiere on Cabo Verde Te-
levision (TCV) as from July this year, 
and later on RTP Africa. Its purpose 
is to stimulate in young people, the 
ideals of sustainability, which ensure 
the continuity of our endemic spe-
cies and protected by law, to the 
next generations. 

This is all part of the Biosfera’s strate-
gic vision that in the not too distant 
future, coastal and marine biodiver-
sity will be well managed and flourish 
in Cabo Verde, in close cooperation 
with public and private entities and 
communities.  

Throughout each episode, all the 
contestants were put to the test. 
They had to answer several questions 
related to the following themes:  

Seabirds; Cabo Verde Fish; Cabo 
Verde Reptiles; Marine Protected 
Areas; and Citizenship and Envi-
ronment to thus qualify to win the 
contest’s prizes, a feat that only a 
few candidates have managed to 
achieve. 

The program was recorded during 
the month of April, at Academia 
Livre de Artes Integradas do Min-
delo (ALAIM), and was hosted by 
the charismatic Cabo Verdean actor 
and theater producer, João Branco. 
20 contestants participated, mostly 
young people from the most diverse 
islands of Cape Verde. The program 
was also sponsored by some Cape 
Verdean companies such as: CV Te-
lecom, Enapor, Moave, Mestre Pulu, 
DoFarol and BCN.

«VENCEDOR PELA NATUREZA»   (WINNER FOR NATURE)
COMING SOON ON CAPE VERDE TELEVISION

A NEW WAY TO CARE FOR NATURE

The contest aims to moti-
vate the public to adopt an 
active role in the defense of 
marine and coastal eco-
systems of Cabo Verde and 
contribute to a reflection 
on environmental policies in 
Cabo Verde .

«Ambassadors for Nature» is the 
next environmental initiative that 
Biosfera will launch and that will 
target the Cape Verdean society 
living in the country. 

The aim of this challenge is to 
engage the public in the fight 
against marine and coastal 
pollution, to reduce the use of 
plastic utensils and to opt for 
sustainable and environmentally 
friendly products. 
To this end, Biosfera will produce 
a set of shopping bags using 
recyclable materials and in 
partnership with the national 
company Simili, a recycling center 
in São Vicente. The main objective 
is to spread and encourage 
people to have more sustainable 
and environmentally friendly 
consumption habits. 

To be one of the selected for 
the «Ambassadors for Nature» 
program, interested people will 

have to fulfill some requirements: 
be a Biosfera member; commit to 
reduce the use of plastic utensils; 
spread and participate in Biosfera’s 
environmental actions, and organize 
clean-up campaigns in their 
community/area.  

The impact of plastic on the oceans 
presents negative proportions to the 
environment as they are dragged by 
bad weather and end up becoming 
real garbage islands. The animals, 
out of curiosity, tend to approach 
these objects and thus become 
easy prey to the buoys, fishing lines, 
nets and ropes that are abandoned, 
plastic bags, and other objects that 
drift at sea. Many end up dying, 
also, due to the garbage they eat.  

AMBASSADORS FOR NATURE 

The goal is to have 
a population that is 
more interested in 
environmental causes, 
against marine and coastal 
pollution, and that opts 
for more sustainable and 
ecological products.
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with the support of

ê

Biosfera a dynamic team happy to conserve nature together. 
Because the Environment is our priority!

Another great achievement for our NGO!
We are now a member of the Global Waste Cleaning Network
one of the largest environmental conservation networks.

https://www.biosfera1.com/
https://www.birdlife.org/africa/Alcyon
https://www.cepf.net/grants/grantee-projects/developing-sustainable-model-certified-fisheries-protection-cabo-verdes
https://www.programmeppi.org/
http://prcmarine.org/en
https://sgp.undp.org/component/countrypages/?view=countrypage&country=32&Itemid=271
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/
https://www.oceans5.org/
http://www.smilo-program.org/fr/
https://natureforall.global/
https://mava-foundation.org/grants/desertas-sustainable-management-of-santa-luiza-marine-reserve/
https://www.governo.cv/?fbclid=IwAR3B_pL5QHLldTqFFrYhA14_jxUJh_D9_0Phmkzlum6xjW-ugVVUyzKgEFw
https://www.governo.cv/?fbclid=IwAR3B_pL5QHLldTqFFrYhA14_jxUJh_D9_0Phmkzlum6xjW-ugVVUyzKgEFw
http://www.enapor.cv/
http://gwcnweb.org/members/current-members/
http://www.fao.org/home/en/

