
#14ê
NEWSLETTER

2021
MAY TO AUGUST

BRANCO ISLET,
MYSTERY AND CONSERVATION!

A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  D E F E N S E



#14NEWSLETTER

2021
MAY TO AUGUST

@BiosferaCV

BiosferaCV

geral@biosfera1.com

biosferacv

BiosferaCaboVerde

(+238)  231 79 29 
984 44 47 
976 67 58

Moçambique Street, #28,
Mindelo, São Vicente, 
Cabo Verde

The history between BirdLife and Biosfera goes back a long 
way. It was in 2010, that the Portuguese Society for the Study 

of Birds (SPEA), Birdlife’s partner in Portugal, generously 
contributed with its technical and scientific expertise to 
ensure the conservation of seabirds on Raso islet. Since 

then, the link between the two institutions has continued to 
strengthen progressively.  

 
BirdLife International, through its Africa Department, in 2017 

supports Biosfera in the development and funding of the 
seabird conservation project (Alcyon) in Cabo Verde.  

 
Since June 2021, Biosfera is officially recognized as the official 

partner of BirdLife in Cabo Verde. It is a great recognition 
to be part of BirdLife’s 115 partner organizations around the 

world, representing their colors and carrying the strategies 
of the world’s largest nature conservation partnership for the 

conservation of birds, their habitats and biodiversity.  
 
 

Gráfic Design Christian Morais
Texts Tommy Melo; Blandine Melis; Odair Cardoso; 
Isabel Fortes; Catelene Monteiro; Keider Neves; Jéssica 
Matos; Odair Lopes; Leila Teixeira
Review Christian Morais e Nathalie Melo
Coordination Odair Cardoso 
Photographs Biosfera; Christian Morais/Biosfera; Odair 
Lopes/Biosfera; Projecto Vitó e Nicolas Van Ingen.

Bonds that mutually reinforce, 
strenghts that complement each other

CONTENT

ASSOCIATION OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
DEFENSE

ê

 2 BRANCO ISLET, MYSTERY AND CONSERVATION!

 5 SANTO ANTÃO’S FISHING COMMUNITIES ENTER  
  THE GREAT ADVENTURE     

 6 A NEW STEP TOWARDS SUSTAINABILITY   
  SEABIRDS PRESENTED IN PUBLIC PLACES IN  
  SANTO ANTÃO

 7 A NEW SEABIRD WATCHING NETWORK IN  
  CABO VERDE, AND THE ABANDONMENT OF A  
  PRIORITY SITE 

 8 WASTE OR RESOURCE? BIOSFERA WILL   
  CHANGE THE WAY WE LOOK AT WASTE

 9 IUCN WORLD CONSERVATION CONGRESS

 10 AND BECAUSE OUR FOCUS IS SEA TURTLE  
  CONSERVATION

 12 BIOSFERA LAUNCHES MEMBERSHIP   
  CAMPAIGN 

 13  A FUTURE COMMUNITY MARINE PROTECTED  
  AREA ON THE ISLAND OF SANTO ANTAO? 

The IUCN World Congress 
was an opportunity to 

meet Patrícia Zurita, 
the General Director of 

BirdLife International, and 
to celebrate together 

the strengthening of our 
promising partnership.

Biosfera: BirdLife 
partner in Cabo 
Verde
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BRANCO ISLET, 
MYSTERY AND CONSERVATION!

It is mountainous and 
difficult to access, hence, 
called the mysterious island 
because it is little explored. 
The islet is located between the island of Santa Luzia and 
the Raso islet. It is the smallest among them, with about 
2.8 km2 of area and the highest point is 327 m. It is a rather 
mountainous islet of difficult landing and access. This is why 
it is called the mysterious island because it is little explored. 
Only at the narrowest tip does it have a flat surface. On the 
part facing south, you can notice some white parts, and this 
is because there are many sand dunes in this area. 

The story goes that in the past, the colonial government left 
the «outlaws» on the islet without food and water to die. To 
survive, they ate the giant lizards (which only existed on the 
desert islands) that are now considered extinct.  People with 
Leprosy disease were also isolated on this islet. Today it is 
possible to find human bones in some parts of the Branco 
islet. 

On the islet we can find 5 species of sea birds (Cape Verde 
Shearwater, Cape Verde little shearwater, Bulwer’s Petrel, 
White-faced Storm-petrel and Cape Verde Storm-petrel) 
4 species of terrestrial birds (Osprey, Common Kestrel, 
Cape Verde Sparrow and Brown-necked Raven) 2 species 
of terrestrial reptiles (Skink, endemic Gecko) and 1 marine 
reptile (loggerhead seaturtle).

It has many sand dunes on the south-facing side, and during 
the turtles’ spawning season, they climb the dunes and on 
the way down they end up staggering and sometimes dying 
because of this accident. The largest colony of White-faced 
Storm-petrel on the windward side is found on the Branco, 
but many nests are destroyed by the turtles that, trying 
to come ashore to lay their eggs, destroy the nests of this 
species of sea bird that lays eggs in holes drilled in the sand.
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“Various species such as 
sea birds and migratory 
birds are observed and 
monitored on the islet on a 
bi-weekly basis.“

#5

Because it is difficult to access, Biosfera 
does not have a fixed camp as in Raso and 
Santa Luzia, but fortnightly we go to the 
islet to monitor the species of seabirds 
as well as observe other species such as 
migratory birds that pass through the 
islet, ring birds captured in nests or in 
ornithological nets that we use to capture 
smaller sea birds.
 
This year, it was the turn of the census of 
Cape Verde shearwaters and Cape Verde 
little shearwater around the island, with the 
help of the fishermen of Sinagoga (Santo 
Antao island). However, the census was only 
done in the easily accessible places. The 
3 young Biosfera technicians climbed the 
steep rocks to discover the nests of Osprey 
(Pandion haliatus) and count the Cape 
Verde shearwater (Calonectris edwardsii). 
In addition, there was a monitoring of the 
White-faced Storm-petrel (Pelagodroma 
marina eadesorum) nests prospecting 
new nesting sites and construction of new 
artificial nests, in partnership with SPEA, 
where they will contribute to population 
growth by increasing the availability 
of nesting habitat, in addition to the 
placement of automated recorders in 
the northern part of the islet, to detect 
the birds’ vocalization and discover new 
colonies.

This year’s species protection campaign is 
having more impact than last year and will 
be even better next year. That’s because 
our focus is on conservation!

As part of the strategic 
communication plan linked to the 
area of environmental awareness, 
conservation, preservation and 
education, we held three workshops, 
targeting the fishing communities of 
the island of Santo Antão (Ponta do 
Sol, Cruzinha and Tarrafal de Monte 
Trigo). 

During 5 days (August 18-22), we 
held several open talks with the three 
communities, addressing issues such 
as the importance of conservation; 
preservation of Cabo Verde’s birds 
and sea turtles; handling techniques 
and good practices in the field; the 
relevance of sustainable fishing, 
as well as the need to ensure the 
sustainability of all local biodiversity, 
environmental and economic, and 
ways to minimize marine pollution.
The problem of unwanted fishing 
of some species (bycatch), the 
importance of sustainable fishing 
taking into account the minimum 
landing size and the closed 

season, were issues that aroused 
much interest and discussion by 
all communities, since they were 
themes where they showed interest in 
deepening their knowledge for better 
prevention, as well as the laws in force 
in Cabo Verde for these topics.

The workshop had, as a starting 
point, the sharing of experiences by 
the participants, in the format of a 
dialogue table, with 20 fishermen 
from each community, in order to 
understand their levels of knowledge 
so that we could openly share our 
know-how. This way the meetings 
allowed for an excellent sharing of 
experience, both from the fishermen’s 
side and the Biosfera team. Three workshops held in 

fishing communities in 
Santo Antão on the theme 
of marine and coastal 
species conservation.

SANTO ANTÃO’S FISHING COMMUNITIES 
ENTER THE GREAT ADVENTURE

 

Artificial nests
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Outdoors about the 
closed seasons and the 
minimum landing size for 
the species covered by the 
law are placed in fishing 
communities in São Vicente 
so that everyone knows and 
follows the measures.

The closed season and minimum 
landing size implemented by 
national legislation, and applied to 
different species of fish and marine 
invertebrates targeted by fisheries, 
are management measures aimed at 
the preservation, conservation and 
sustainable exploitation of these 
resources. Nevertheless, many of 
these measures are largely unknown 
by the population in general and 
especially by fishermen, where a 
significant part cannot read and/or 
do not have access to the bulletins 
where these laws are published and 
this type of information in most cases 
does not reach them by other ways. 
Noticing this gap, and to promote a 
sustainable exploitation of our fishing 
resources, Biosfera, in the framework 
its Sustainable Fishing project, 
decided to elaborate and install in the 
three main fishing communities of São 
Vicente (Salamansa, São Pedro and 
Calhau), outdoors where information 
about the closed seasons and 
minimum landing size of all species 

covered by law here in Cabo Verde, 
and exploited by artisanal fishermen, 
are summarized and presented in 
a very visual way. We hope that in 
the medium and long term, these 
measures that today are practically 
unknown, will become widely known 
and followed by all. 

We take this opportunity to remind 
you of our culinary program «Nôs 
Mar, Nôs Sabor», which was broadcast 
on National Television (TCV) and 
was the first of its kind ever made in 
Cabo Verde. The second season of 
the program is over and we want to 
thank you for your positive feedback 
and hope that you are preparing our 
sustainable recipes at home. 

A NEW STEP TOWARDS SUSTAINABILITY     

The steering committee meeting of 
the Alcyon project - Seabirds of Cabo 
Verde - was held in Fogo Island from 
June 28th to July 4th. Organized 
by Associação Projecto Vitó, other 
environmental NGO’s were also 
present, such as Biosfera, Lantuna 
(Santiago Island), Fundação Maio 
Biodiversidade do (Maio Island), Bios 
CV (Boa Vista Island), Associação 
Projeto Biodiversidade (Sal Island) 
and Associação Projecto Vitó (Fogo 
Island), in which the current state of 
seabirds in Cabo Verde, which has 
evolved in the last five years in an 
exceptional way, was analyzed. 

Cabo Verde currently has a network 
of NGO’s with technical and scientific 
capacity to ensure the monitoring of 
known sea bird colonies and promote 
their conservation effectively.
During the meeting, the Network of 
Birds and Biodiversity of the Cabo 
Verde Islands (RABIL - CV) was 
created to promote the conservation, 
protection and research of seabirds.        
The name was chosen as a tribute to 
the species Fregata, which
was the commonly known name of 

the now extinct species throughout 
Cabo Verde and West Africa.

Closure of the camp in Raso
Unfortunately, although the NGO 
Biosfera has publicly announced 
that: due to the insecurity felt by 
its work team on the Raso islet, 
caused by the threats made by divers 
operating illegally in the Integral 
Reserve, Biosfera would abandon 
the work after 15 years of continuous 
monitoring of sea bird populations 
in the islet, the Cape Verdean 
authorities have not taken any action, 
leaving what is surely the largest 
colony in the country, left once again 
to its fate.
Pending a response from the 
competent authorities, Biosfera 
redirected its monitoring and sea 
bird protection activities to the 
islands of São Nicolau, São Vicente 
and Santo Antão.

National NGOs created 
the Network of Birds and 
Biodiversity of the Cape 
Verde Islands (RABIL - CV) 
during the steering 
committee meeting of the 
Alcyon project - Seabirds of 
Cabo Verde - in Fogo island.

A NEW SEABIRD WATCHING NETWORK IN CABO VERDE, 
AND THE ABANDONMENT OF A PRIORITY SITE
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WASTE OR RESOURCE?
BIOSFERA WILL CHANGE THE WAY WE LOOK AT WASTE

In a partnership with 
SCE and Plastic Odyssey, 
the goal is to transform 
a large part of the 
waste and thus create a 
circular economy project 
of waste transformation 
on the island of São 
Vicente.

After a year long wait, the IUCN 
World Congress finally took place 
in September, to our great delight. 
Despite health restrictions, 9.200 
congressmen gathered under the 
sun of Marseille, France, for this 
great meeting, whose opening 
ceremony was marked by hope and 
combativeness expressed by many 
personalities such as: President of 
the French Republic, President of 
the European Central Bank and the 
American actor, Harrison Ford.

Our Director, Blandine Melis, was 
invited by the Regional Partnership 
for Coastal and Marine Conservation 
in West Africa (PRCM), and many 
others partners to speak at the 
pavilions of the two Eco-regions of 
West Africa and the Mediterranean. 
This was a great opportunity for 
Biosfera to present its work, its 
successes, doubts and uncertainties 
to start new meetings with new 
partners. 

The work presented at the 
CALAO West Africa booth was 
well attended, particularly the 
presentation «Plastic waste 
management in the Cabo 
Verde Islands, following circular 
economy: a solution for the 
future?» in collaboration with the 
consulting firm Aménagement et 
Environnement and the Plastic 
Odyssey organization, both aiming 
to develop initiatives for plastic 
waste treatment. Among other 
meetings, Biosfera had the pleasure 
of carrying the «#Relay4Nature relay 
stick, which announces the great 
OCEAN RACE regatta that will call 
at the port of Mindelo in November 
2022. These few days galvanized our 
energy and our combativeness for a 
protected and sustainable nature. 

IUCN WORLD CONSERVATION CONGRESS
(ALL TOGETHER!) 

A great opportunity for 
Biosfera to present its 
work, its successes, doubts 
and uncertainties, and to 
start new meetings for new 
partners.
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Every year, the Achados beach 
located on the desert island of 
Santa Luzia, an important nesting 
site for sea turtles, Caretta caretta, 
is exposed to sea currents that 
increase the accumulation of large 
amounts of garbage on its shores, 
making it difficult for females to 
climb up to choose a nesting 
site and for the small turtles to 
progress from the nest to the 
ocean. To combat this problem, 
every year Biosfera organizes 
a mega-cleanup campaign to 
prepare the beach for the turtles’ 
arrival.

This year the challenge was once 
again overcome, with the help 
of more than 100 volunteers who 
were on the ground for about 3 
weeks, between May 24 and June 
13, 2021. This mega campaign 
was attended by an international 
technician specialized in waste 
management, from the French 
company SCE (Aménagement & 
Environnement), who developed 

a study and characterization 
of the waste present on the 
beach. This study confirmed 
the observations already made 
by Biosfera in previous years: 
more than 80% of the waste 
corresponds to plastic items, 
mainly in the form of nets and 
fishing accessories. 
SCE is supporting Biosfera in 
identifying opportunities to 
collect and transform some 
of this waste, with the aim of 
creating a circular economy 
waste transformation project 
on the island of São Vicente. 
The design of this large-scale 
tripartite (Biosfera-SCE-Plastic 
Odyssey) project is currently 
being submitted to the French 
government and we hope to start 
the first pilot activities in early 
2022.

Distribution of waste by material, identified in 10 sampling sites 
at Achados Beach, Santa Luzia

(in quantity)
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In São Vicente...
Since last year, the beaches of this 
island have been part of our work 
to protect the sea turtles that visit 
them for nesting. The work of our 
technicians, partners and volunteers 
has allowed us to achieve good 
results. So far we have counted more 
than 4,000 nests, 6,399 tracks, 19 
translocated nests, 8 sea turtles 
attacked by dogs, 3 of which ended 
up dying. 

Every day our conservation teams 
monitor several beaches: Praia 
Grande, the one that has registered 
the highest number of nests, Calhau 
and Norte de Baia, Sandybeach, 
Saragarça, Palha Carga, Calheta 
and João Évora. The task consists 
of doing patrols on the beaches at 
night to avoid hunters and in the 
morning the prospection, which is 
the counting of nests and tracks.
Unfortunately, despite our efforts, 
we have records of captures mainly 
on the beaches of Calhau and 
Salamansa. In addition to human 
captures we have also seen an 

increase in cases of attacks by stray 
dogs, in which the beach with the 
highest incidence is João Évora, with 
five incidents. These attacks show 
how important the surveillance work 
on the nesting beaches is, in order 
to protect the turtles. 

This year the volunteers, who have 
been doing an extraordinary job, 
relied on the strong engagement of 
high school and university students, 
S. Vicente Tour Guides, and some 
families, who take their children to 
watch the turtles at night, as a way 
of raising environmental awareness. 
In total, we counted 86 volunteers 
and 7 families, who shared the 
monitoring work on the nesting 
beaches, where they were always 
accompanied by our monitors, thus 
avoiding possible disturbances to 
the turtles. 

AND BECAUSE OUR FOCUS IS 
SEA TURTLE CONSERVATION

4,000 nests, 6,399 tracks, 
19 translocated nests, 8 
attacked by dogs of which 3 
of them eventually died. 
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In Santa Luzia...
Till the present day, our 
conservation team working on 
this island has counted more than 
10.514 nests, 28.123 tracks, 
165 rescued turtles, 13 of which 
eventually died.
These extraordinary numbers 
surpass the data from the year 2020, 
in which we recorded about 6.811 
nests.

With a permanent team on the 
island of Santa Luzia, consisting 
of six monitors and a coordinator, 
about 12 km of beach were 
patrolled daily, involving more than 
24 volunteers, who every year enroll 
in our program for the conservation 
and protection of sea turtles.

In addition to the work, directly 
linked to conservation, we 
conducted studies of hatching 
percentages on the beaches and 12 
nests were marked with temperature 

gauges to study the impact of 
climate change on the gender 
balance of turtles in the nests.
In addition, this year we had the 
support of a student from the 
university «Università Politecnica 
delle Marche» (Italy) who, as part 
of her thesis project, conducted 
a study on the presence of 
microplastics in turtle eggs and also 
in the hatchlings.

These activities will help us to 
create better protocols for action 
and thus continue to improve the 
conservation status of this marine 
species in Cabo Verde.

10.514 nests, 28.123 tracks, 
165 rescued turtles, of 
which 13 ended up dying.
These numbers, 
extraordinary, surpass the 
data of the year 2020, in 
which we recorded about 
6.811 nests.
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Under the slogan «It is the sea that 
unites us», Biosfera is launching a 
campaign to raise members and 
volunteers for its environmental 
protection actions. The aim of the 
campaign is to encourage and 
engage the Cape Verdean 
population in the need to preserve 
and conserve our environmental 
ecosystem. 

Throughout these 15 years of 
existence, Biosfera has walked paths 
in search of better environmental 
conservation in the integral reserve 
of Santa Luzia, on the Raso and 
Branco islets, as well as on the 
islands of São Vicente, Santo Antão 
and São Nicolau, where it has 
systematically carried out training 
actions for fishermen and local 
communities.

Therefore, your support is 
fundamental for the continuity of 
our work. That is why we hope 

to count on you, who loves and 
defends the environment, as our 
partner or as a volunteer in one of 
our next missions to raise awareness 
and mobilize Cape Verdean society 
for the environmental cause.

To sign up as a Biosfera partner, 
you can apply soon through our 
website: biosfera.com or our email: 
geral@biosfera1.com, where you 
will receive all necessary information 
to become one of our «Nature 
Ambassadors».

Be part of our family!
We are Biosfera!

BIOSFERA LAUNCHES MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN

The goal is to engage the 
Cape Verdean population 
for the need of environ-
mental preservation and 
conservation. As a partner 
or volunteer you would be 
collaborating for the conti-
nuity of our work.

Biosfera, funded by the Ocean 
Foundation5, as part of the project to 
support the insertion of communities 
that occur within or bordering Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs), in the 
participative management of these 
reserves and in the identification and 
development of sustainable income 
generating activities, had the first 
two meetings with the communities 
that are in the village of Cruzinha in 
Santo Antão. 

From these meetings, the 
communities were enthusiastic about 
starting the process, and some 
technical teams have already visited 
the locations to start surveying the 
potentialities of developing several 
activities, always respecting the 
environment and integrating several 
sectors of these same communities 
in a participative way.

A FUTURE COMMUNITY MARINE PROTECTED    
AREA ON THE ISLAND OF SANTO ANTAO? 

Cruzinha population is 
excited to start the process 
of creating the marine 
protected area
that would bring sustainable 
income generating activities.
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with the support of
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Our Jairo Mora Sandoval (JMS) team is equipped with new T-shirts that beautifully show some 
of the species we work with. 
The team consists of a captain, an engineer, a sailor, and a logistics and maintenance operator.

https://www.biosfera1.com/
https://www.birdlife.org/africa/Alcyon
https://www.cepf.net/grants/grantee-projects/developing-sustainable-model-certified-fisheries-protection-cabo-verdes
https://www.programmeppi.org/
http://prcmarine.org/en
https://sgp.undp.org/component/countrypages/?view=countrypage&country=32&Itemid=271
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/
https://www.oceans5.org/
http://www.smilo-program.org/fr/
https://natureforall.global/
https://mava-foundation.org/grants/desertas-sustainable-management-of-santa-luiza-marine-reserve/
https://www.governo.cv/?fbclid=IwAR3B_pL5QHLldTqFFrYhA14_jxUJh_D9_0Phmkzlum6xjW-ugVVUyzKgEFw
https://www.governo.cv/?fbclid=IwAR3B_pL5QHLldTqFFrYhA14_jxUJh_D9_0Phmkzlum6xjW-ugVVUyzKgEFw
http://www.enapor.cv/
http://gwcnweb.org/members/current-members/
http://www.fao.org/home/en/

