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Hello nature lovers!

My name is Leila Teixeira and I am the coordinator of the 
Marine Pollution department of Biosfera. 

I’m Portuguese, but it was in São Vicente that I found my 
home. I’ve been here since 2018, and the desire to make a 
difference and contribute to more positive environmental 

changes goes back a long way. 

I have a degree in Communication and I am passionate 
about the environmental field. I recently completed a post-

graduation in Environment, Sustainability and Education 
at the University of Évora and, over the past few years, I 

have been specializing in environmental communication, 
sustainability, circular economy and marine pollution, having 

also written a book that addresses these themes, called 
«Defend the Future - Manual for the Conscious Citizen».

Marine pollution, especially by plastics, is one of the biggest 
problems we face worldwide today, and it is in our hands to 

be part of the solution, in order to restore our marine and 
coastal ecosystems! I have already made the commitment. 

Can I count on you?
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The problems surrounding 
plastic, waste and marine 
pollution are clearly increasing 
in Cabo Verde, with negative 
effects on the environment, 
marine ecosystems and 
populations. 

It was back in 2006 when Tommy and José Melo joined 
forces to stop the annual massacre of juvenile shearwaters 
on Raso islet, giving a voice to nature in Cabo Verde. 

Since then, Biosfera has worked steadily to conserve 
marine species and ecosystems, with a special focus on 
sea and land birds, turtles and sharks. Despite the positive 
results, over the past few years, our conservation teams 
have been increasingly faced with the impacts of marine 
and plastic pollution in marine and coastal ecosystems, 
often in places without human presence and with very 
negative effects for these same species. 

In fact, the geographical location of Cabo Verde in the 
Atlantic, located in the North Atlantic Gyre and suffering a 
direct influence of the Canary current, makes the country’s 
beaches prone to accumulation of garbage from the 
ocean.

To try to tackle this problem, the Biosfera created a new 
department earlier this year, whose goal is to tackle the 
problems arising from marine pollution, especially by 
plastic.
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“ Developing more 
partnerships for
a better strategy
to tackle marine 
pollution.”

#5

In the «Marine Pollution Department» 
the action will be several and always 
interconnected: besides the already usual 
beach cleaning campaigns, from which we 
will develop a waste characterization study, 
the strategy developed for 2022-2023 will 
focus on awareness and education (aimed 
at the general public, communities and 
schools), the development of alternatives to 
disposable products, and the development 
of a pilot project on plastic processing, 
among several other actions and activities, 
all towards a common goal: to restore 
the marine and coastal ecosystems of 
São Vincente and the Santa Luzia Nature 
Reserve, promoting an ever decreasing use 
of single-use products. 

PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE FUTURE

Knowing that 80% of all marine litter is 
land-based, our strategy to tackle marine 
pollution focuses on a circular approach, 
assuming that the best way to address 
marine pollution is on land, by avoiding or 
reducing the production of litter itself. 
To implement this ambitious strategy, we 
are supported by three financial partners 
(CALAO, 11th Hour Racing Team and MAVA 
Foundation), as well as numerous national 
and international partners.
With the support of CALAO, Biosfera 
will implement a pilot project of plastic 
transformation in São Vicente, based on 
circular economy principles, with the goal 
of transforming plastic that would otherwise 
be discarded (and would be considered 
waste) into new and useful products, 
showing that 
waste can also be a valuable resource.

With our partner 11th Hour Racing Team, 
Biosfera will work for a year to protect 
and restore important nesting sites for the 
loggerhead sea turtle Caretta caretta, 

What a great opportunity for Biosfera 
to meet with the President of the 
Republic of Cape Verde, José Maria 
Neves, during his latest visit to 
Mindelo. 

We had the opportunity to share 
our concerns about environmental 
protection. Among our discussions, 
the status of the Marine Protected 
Area of Santa Luzia Island was 
exposed. In fact, although a 
management plan has existed 
since 2012, its validation has not yet 
been formalized by the competent 
authorities. This gap is part of a 
global context in which Cabo Verde 
has recently committed, through the 
30x30 agreement, to convert at least 
30% of its land into protected areas 
by 2030. 

We hope that our voice will be 
heard and that Santa Luzia can soon 
proudly wear the colors of a Marine 
Protected Area. 

We thank the Head of State for his 
interest and concern for our natural 
heritage.

Join the 30x30 group and sign the 
petition. Acess it here

A PRESIDENT WHO LISTENS TO NATURE 
We share with the President 
of the Republic of Cabo 
Verde our concerns about 
environmental protection

with education and communication actions, 
involving and mobilizing local communities 
on a large scale to ensure a safe and 
sustainable future for all marine species 
that inhabit the islands.
We also highlight the financial support from 
MAVA, which will allow us to continue the 
projects in the second year, the support 
from the Municipality of São Vicente, and 
the protocol signed with the Cape Verdean 
company led by women SIMILI, which will 
allow us to bring alternatives to disposable 
products to more and more people.

The road is long, and we need everyone’s 
involvement. We are counting on you.
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Since 2008, Cabo Verde has been 
classified as a middle-income country 
after having long been considered 
one of the least developed countries. 
The economic progress made in 
recent years has contributed to this, 
as well as the archipelago’s political 
stability since 1991, the historic 
date of the first democratic change. 
Despite sustained economic growth, 
the Cape Verdean economy remains 
dependent on international aid and 
remittances from its emigrant sons/
daughters.  
The African Union (AU) considers the 
diaspora as the «sixth region of Africa. 
It is estimated that remittances from 
the diaspora represent 12.1% of GDP 
and that 33.5% of Cape Verde’s total 
population currently emigrate, 64% of 
which to Europe.  
Based on this observation, we 
organized ourselves to cross the 
oceans to meet these emigrants for 
whom Cabo Verde remains the land 
of their hearts. 
Biosfera has been particularly active in 
recent months. 
In December 2021, the Director of 
Biosfera went to Luxembourg, in 

February it was the President’s turn 
to go to Boston (USA) and finally the 
coordinators of the Administrative 
and Communication departments 
went to Portugal in March 2022. We 
met with the communities organized 
in associations, but also with Cabo 
Verde’s political representatives 
in the host country (Cabo Verde’s 
Ambassadors in Luxembourg and 
Portugal and Vinny deMacedo, 
Special Adviser to the President, 
representing Cape Verdeans in the 
US). 
At each meeting with the 
communities we were warmly 
welcomed, with a strong curiosity to 
discover our work for Cabo Verde’s 
coastal and marine biodiversity and 
conservation issues and challenges. 
Today, we are weaving a strong 
exchange relationship with these 
Cape Verdeans abroad, which we 
hope to develop over the long term.

We are developing a strong 
relationship with the Cape 
Verdean community in the 
diaspora for the cause of 
environmental protection.

CAPE VERDEAN DIASPORA ATTENTIVE TO OUR 
CONSERVATION ACTIONS  

 

In 2006, Biosfera started with two 
employees and moved to a small 
house in the city center. Since then, 
the organization has continued to 
grow and develop its skills. As of 
2020, with 28 employees divided 
into 5 departments (Conservation, 
Responsible Fisheries, Marine 
Pollution, Communication and 
Administration and Finance), our 
space became too small. With the 
strong support of Birdlife through 
its Hatch program and the MAVA 
Foundation, we settled into our 
new headquarters on the outskirts 
of Mindelo for a few days. This 
magnificent and light space of 400 
m2 divided into 8 large offices will 
allow us to fulfill our mission under 
better conditions. This is a new 
step for Biosfera, which thanks its 
partners for renewing their trust and 
supporting us in our growth.

NEW HEADQUARTERS, MORE COMFORTABLE WORKING CONDITIONS
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Biosfera participates in the 
10th edition of the PRCM 
forum in Dakar presenting 
the work of conservation 
and study of seabirds in 
Cabo Verde, and results 
obtained in the monitoring 
of migratory birds on the 
island of São Vicente.

The 10th edition of the PRCM forum 
took place from March 28 to April 1 in 
Saly (Senegal). The main theme this 
year was ocean health as a sustainable 
development issue for West African 
coastal countries. 

Biosfera was represented by the 
Coordinator of the Conservation 
Department (Alberto Queiruga), 
who presented the work done by 
the organization in the conservation 
and study of seabirds in Cabo Verde, 
under the Alcyon project, and the 
work and results obtained in the 
monitoring of migratory birds on 
the island of São Vicente. These last 
results were presented together with 
all the members of the «East Atlantic 
Flyway», responsible for studying and 
monitoring the migratory dynamics of 
birds in the eastern part of the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

This year’s forum was attended by 
more than 400 participants from 
different countries of the West African 

coast and funders from different 
parts of the world, which was a 
great opportunity to network, share 
experiences and learn from other 
projects. 

We thank PRCM for organizing 
this event and especially Birdlife 
International for funding Biosfera’s 
participation in it. 
We hope that the connections 
established will be a new door for 
the creation of new conservation 
projects that will help us protect our 
biodiversity and establish sustainable 
development models.

PRCM DAKAR FORUM

In order to highlight our amazing biodiversity and the 
work of our teams in the most remote and isolated 
areas (the protected island complex of Santa Luzia), 
we regularly ask photographers to follow us on our 

missions. 
A big thank you to José Soriano Sanchez (BirdLife) 
and Théo Lautrey (Nobai Mindelo agency) for their 
involvement and investment alongside us.

A BIG THANK YOU TO THE PHOTOGRAPHERS!  #16ê
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ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS AT UNIVERSITY

«Environmental 
Conservation and 
Preservation - New Paths 
for Sustainable Tourism», 
a seminar aimed at ISCEE 
university students.

Tommy Melo, as a member of Ocean 
Leader Edinburgh, was invited to 
give a lecture at the Monaco Blue 
Initiative, before an audience that 
included Prince Albert II of Monaco 
himself, John Kelly of the United 
States, several heads of states, 
among others. The topic he chose 
was: «Integration of Communities 
in Marine Protected Areas». The 
Prince and the rest of the audience 
found the speech innovative and 
full of new solutions, and then the 
President of Biosfera and two of his 
colleagues were asked to give the 
closing speech, an honor granted to 
few. 

Once again, Biosfera’s work shines 
on stages and international forums, 
showing the enormous value, 
relevance and excellence in what 
it does for the Preservation of the 
Environment of Cabo Verde.

CONGRESS IN MONACO

Biosfera stands out in the 
Monaco Blue Initiative, with 
the theme: «Integration 
of communities in Marine 
Protected Areas» and is 
invited to close the event, 
through its President, 
Tommy Melo.
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Within the ISCEE curricular 
program, Biosfera was invited to 
present a seminar on environmental 
conservation, under the theme 
«Conservation and Environmental 
Preservation - New Paths for a 
Sustainable Tourism» in which 
during a week in March 2022, we 
were with the university and its 
students debating concepts such 
as the importance of protection 
and conservation of species and 
their habitats, the global threat 
of marine and coastal pollution, 
sustainability and the growing idea 
of blue economy, leading students 
to analyze the new challenges for 
tourism with sustainability.

Our coordinators, from the various 
areas and projects, spoke about 
the conservation and preservation 
of the Cape Verde Sea Turtles; the 
pollution that is an imminent global 
threat; the Cabo Verde Sharks and 
Rays as a heritage to be preserved 
and the Cabo Verde sea birds and 
the importance of their conservation. 
The seminar ended with a morning 
walk to the Ribeira de Vinha 

Wastewater Treatment Plant to 
observe migratory birds (Birdwatch), 
where students put into practice the 
concepts learned during the seminar 
as species identification and thus 
have direct contact with nature. The 
students applauded the initiative, 
signing a commitment to support 
and volunteer with Biosfera for the 
Environment in future volunteer 
programs. 
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1ST ARTISANAL FISHERIES WEEK IN CABO VERDE

About 60 participants, 
linked to the fishing 
sector, will discuss the 
present and future 
challenges of artisanal 
fishing in Cabo Verde.

Biosfera, in partnership with FAO, 
and the Blue Economy Association, 
under the Project - Coastal Fisheries 
Initiative - West Africa (IPC-AO), in 
particular under Component 1 of 
the Project - Better Governance 
and Management of Fisheries, and 
with the support of DNRM, IMar, 
National Association of Cabo Verde 
Municipalities and the Chamber of 
Commerce of Barlavento, organized 
the 1st Small scale Fishing Week, 
which took place from March 28th to 
March 31st.

The event included the participation 
of fishing associations from Maio 
and S. Vicente islands, as part of the 
IPC pilot project in Cabo Verde, as 
well as representatives from national 
institutions linked to the fisheries 
sector and various personalities 
connected to the sea. Technical 
data and results of the pilot projects 
were presented, experiences were 
exchanged, and there was an 
exchange of experiences among the 
participants. 

The event was carried out in a hybrid 

format, with presence and online 
participation, via streaming. 
It was 4 days of intense work, in the 
IMar auditorium, with the presence 
of about 60 participants, where they 
debated on the present and future 
challenges of artisanal fisheries with 
a hat theme (Sea Encounters) public-
private partnerships for the sector, 
studies on the «Governance of 
Artisanal Fisheries in Cabo Verde», 
the presentation of works such as 
the book «Saltwater Tales».

One of the recommendations of this 
week was the institutionalization 
of the event, in order to provide 
artisanal fisheries operators and 
stakeholders with an enabling 
environment for an open dialogue 
with the institutions linked to this 
sector for improvements, as well as 
to discuss necessary advances and 
ways forward to project and further 
develop artisanal fisheries in Cabo 
Verde.

Throughout the food chain, fish 
products pass through a series of 
stages where they can suffer from 
contamination that can make them 
unsafe for human consumption. 
Given the serious consequences that 
can result from consuming unsafe 
fish, it is important to ensure that 
fisheries products that are to be 
placed on the market are safe, that 
is, that they will not cause any harm 
to the health of consumers. 

During a study on food safety and 
fish hygiene in the commercialization 
circuit Baía das Gatas/Salamansa/
Fish Market, numerous deficiencies 
were identified at the level of 
hygiene, handling and packaging 
of the fish, which puts in question 
not only its quality, but can also 
affect the integrity of the consumer. 
Aiming to address the weaknesses 
identified, especially with regard to 
the operators involved in the scheme 
of capture, marketing and processing 
of fish in this circuit, and following 

some of the recommendations 
proposed in the report of that study, 
a training course on hygiene and 
food safety was carried out, as well 
as the preparation of a manual of 
good practices and food safety. 
This manual, which had the financial 
support of the Small Grants Program 
of the Global Environment Facility, 
was prepared with the purpose of 
supporting and guiding the referred 
operators to understand more and 
better about the practices that can 
and should be followed to guarantee 
a better quality and food safety of 
the fishery products, thus allowing 
them to contribute to place safe and 
good quality fishery products in the 
market.

MANUAL OF GOOD PRACTICES ON HYGIENE, 
HANDLING AND CONSERVATION OF FISH

This manual aims to 
support and guide 
operators in better fish 
practices and to ensure 
better quality and food 
safety of fish products.

INSERIR FOTO DE BOTE
DE NICOLA
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with the support of:

ê

                                                               Where we work:
                                        Santa Luzia Reserve and Raso and Branco islets.

https://www.biosfera1.com/
https://www.birdlife.org/africa/Alcyon
https://www.cepf.net/grants/grantee-projects/developing-sustainable-model-certified-fisheries-protection-cabo-verdes
https://www.programmeppi.org/
http://prcmarine.org/en
https://sgp.undp.org/component/countrypages/?view=countrypage&country=32&Itemid=271
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/
https://www.oceans5.org/
http://www.smilo-program.org/fr/
https://natureforall.global/
https://mava-foundation.org/grants/desertas-sustainable-management-of-santa-luiza-marine-reserve/
https://www.governo.cv/?fbclid=IwAR3B_pL5QHLldTqFFrYhA14_jxUJh_D9_0Phmkzlum6xjW-ugVVUyzKgEFw
https://www.governo.cv/?fbclid=IwAR3B_pL5QHLldTqFFrYhA14_jxUJh_D9_0Phmkzlum6xjW-ugVVUyzKgEFw
http://www.enapor.cv/
http://gwcnweb.org/members/current-members/
http://www.fao.org/home/en/
https://www.asa.cv/
https://cabeolica.com/
https://www.iucn.org/about/members/iucn-members
https://www.moave.cv/
https://www.11thhourracingteam.org/
http://calao-africa.com/

